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for a day at a time, while his soldiers killed the inhabitants
and committed atrocities. He said that they did not fast
during Ramadan, drank wine and buzah, and smoked
hashish (?).

[83] Neither did Ibn 'Othman say the Friday prayers
except occasionally; these ugly stories had been circulated
about him, independently of Ibn Mahasin, by eye-witnesses
of the doings of his troops in Aleppo and Damascus. After
this long account of Ibn 'Othrnan's actions, the Sultan said
in a fit of anger, " You are a spy of Ibn 'Othman's and have
come here to obtain intelligence for him." He then ordered
Ibn Maliasin's imprisonment in the citadel tower, where he
remained some days, after which he was released at the
intercession of Atabek Sudun, the Dawadar.

The hearts of the soldiers sank at this account. Then the
Sultan ordered two of the Arabs to be hanged, who had
guided the emissaries along their unknown route. It was
also rumoured that a party of about forty of Ibn 'Othman's
men had come with them, and were hidden in Cairo.

On learning this the Sultan issued instructions to Khan
al-Khalill that no one was to harbour any of Ibn 'Othman's
men, on pain/of being hanged forthwith.

Then the Sultan sent for the letters brought by the
emissaries, whom he had not given an interview, Amongst
them were a number addressed to the Amirs, executive officials,
and Egyptian notables, It appeared after the Sultan's
perusal of the letters that they were mostly expressed ia
Turkish, the purport of them being as follows : " From his
Majesty to Amir Tuman Bai. It has been revealed to me
that I shall become the possessor of the east and west, like
Alexander the Great." Much of the letter consisted of
threats and violent language, as for example: " You are
a Memlook, who is bought and sold, you are not fit to govern.
I am a king, descended through twenty generations of kings,
and have taken possession of the country by agreement
with the Khallfah and the judges." After many similar